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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In compliance with the Applicants 5 duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 1.56, the applicants 



submit this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. A PTO 
Form 1449 listing references known to the applicant is attached. A copy of each reference is also 
attached. 

No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to 
be, material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other than search 
report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a PCT International Search Report, if 
submitted herewith). 37 CFR §§ 1.97(g) and (h). 

The present application corresponds to a German patent application filed by the 
applicant, from which priority for the present application is claimed. The applicant has received 



SO 



a Search Report from the German Patent Office identifying references made of record in the 



0214806.01 
LIB: 



corresponding German patent application. For the convenient reference of the Examiner, a copy 
of the German Search Report is also attached. 

As to non-English references, an English abstract and/or a U.S. Patent or other English 
language counterpart is also attached for each such reference. The Examiner is encouraged to 
undertake his or her own detailed evaluation of these references. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Kaiu S. Sawyer, Jr. 
Kennedy Covington Lobdell^&4iickman, LLP 
Bank of America Corporate Center, Suite 4200 
1 00 North Tryon Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202-4006 
Telephone (704) 33 1-7400 
— Attorney for Applicant 
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